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Jake McDowell: Alright, thanks for meeting me here today, This shouldn’t take long, 

this should take about forty minutes, depending on however you want to talk. So the 

first question is when you were in William Penn High School, do you know any of 

the founding about it, do they tell you anything about the founding of William Penn?  

Jerry Mingo: They did, and I have the information, but off the top of my head I 

couldn’t tell you, I got some papers I could give you, on some of the founding. 

McDowell: That would be great. So when you were in high school, what was your 

favorite class?  

Mingo: My favorite class? I guess it was English.  

McDowell: English? How do you feel William Penn prepared you for college, do you 

think it prepared you well or?  

Mingo:  Penn prepared all of its students for college. 

McDowell: All of the students 

Mingo:  We had the foundation where all the teachers were really interested in all 

their students, so they prepared us well, whether we went to college or not, they 

prepared us to go to college.  

McDowell: So life at William Penn, could you just give me like how a normal day 

would be?  

Mingo:  Oh boy. Now you know I was a teenager then so… so teenager’s life, it’s hard 

to go back to that. One thing, I’m trying to think of how my schedule was during that 



time. I can’t remember now in order but, I know I took biology, and social sciences, 

the English, actually I took Latin, the dead language [laughs], uh, I was a member of 

the band, the marching band, I participated in track, and tennis, so that was pretty 

much my typical day.  

McDowell: So my question is about band, because we heard that you guys had an 

awesome band. 

Mingo:  We had an awesome band.  

McDowell: Yeah, we heard that the band was the crown jewel of the school.  

Mingo:  The band was the crown jewel of the city. 

McDowell:Of the city?! 

Mingo:  Believe me, it was the crown jewel of the city. I was gonna get to that, as 

that was my favorite part of being at Penn, but when I was there I can remember 

during Christmas parades, how we were placed in the Christmas parades just of how 

our popularity in the city. Now I took band from elementary school, I started band in 

elementary school, but to be part of, it was one of the things I looked forward to be 

part of William Penn High School marching band because they were just, I want to 

say world renowned, I know they were renowned all over the state of North 

Carolina and probably all parts of the country. But my freshman year, I know that 

we were in the Christmas parade that they put us at the start of the parade and 

people left after the band, a lot of people started leaving after the band. My 

sophomore year, they put us middle ways in the parade, the same thing would 

happen, people would leave. My junior year, and this was the worst thing they could 

ever do, they put us, directly in front of Santa Claus, and people were more focused 



on the band, than they were on Santa Claus, even though he was throwing candy and 

stuff, but everybody’s more focused on the band. My senior year, they actually put 

us behind Santa Claus, it was like a row of fire trucks, our band and the police cars 

bringing up the end of the parade, but that’s how popular the band was.  

McDowell: What instrument did you play? 

Mingo:  I played trombone.  

McDowell: Trombone?  

Mingo:  Yes 

McDowell: Now we heard from several other interviewees that the band teacher 

was just incredible. 

Mingo:  J.Y. Bell. Yes he was. I know he was a graduate of Florida A&M, which at that 

time, was probably one of the, well I would say the best band, marching band, 

college marching band in the United States, I think he did his masters, he got his 

masters from Michigan State, so, he was well versed in music.  

McDowell: So just about the culture of William Penn, what year did you graduate?  

Mingo:  I graduated in 1965.  

McDowell: 1965. At that time were you involved in the civil rights movement at all?  

Mingo:  Yes, yes. We were involved, we were one of, probably we were one of the 

first high schools to participate in the sit ins, in this area. Of course you know where 

it started in Greensboro. I was actually a freshman in high school and we 

participated in the sit in movement at the Woolworth stores, and here in High Point, 

at the theatre, it was actually called the Center Theatre and the Paramount Theatre.  



McDowell: Now about the Center Theatre, I’m wondering if you can confirm this. 

My previous interviewee said that they used to put chicken wire up at some of the 

movie theatres, up on the balconies, so people didn’t throw stuff from it.  

Mingo:  Yeah.  

McDowell: So what would you do for fun, when you were at William Penn, during 

your teenage years?  

Mingo:  One of the things we did was, all of us were really actively involved in the 

community, we had an active YM and YWCA, which was at that time the building 

next door to this one and this is actually the library which we used to come to 

because they didn’t allow us to go to the main public library. 

McDowell: So this was the segregated library?  

Mingo:  Yeah  

McDowell: So the YMCA, was it just a normal YMCA with a pool and… 

Mingo:  No, unfortunately we didn’t have a pool.  

McDowell: So just a couple of basketball courts and such? 

Mingo:  And volleyball courts, and some exercise equipment. 

McDowell: So did you play any sports at William Penn?  

Mingo:  I played tennis and ran track.  

McDowell: So what did you run in track?  

Mingo:  I did the distance, like the 440, the 880, and the mile.  

McDowell: The mile, wow, I don’t know how you would do the mile, my friend does 

that.  



Mingo:  I was more of what you call the “rabbit” for the mile, you know you set the 

pace and fall out, yeah, so that’s what I pretty much did in the mile.  

McDowell: Yeah, one of my friends runs track at UNC so I’m always interested 

whenever I hear that someone runs track. So where did you go to college?  

Mingo:  Actually I didn’t finish school, but I did do two years at North Carolina 

Central in Durham.  

McDowell: Now I know the Vietnam war was a big…shifting gears a bit…I know that 

the Vietnam War was a big happening, of course during that time. Were you ever 

scared you were going to get drafted or?  

Mingo:  Well with me, see I came from a military family pretty much. It was, well, 

eight family members, I had three sisters and five brothers, all of my brothers were 

in the military. I had one who was special forces, a Green Beret, and at the time, I 

was at North Carolina Central then, and a recruiter asked if I was fearful of being 

drafted. The answer is yes, and he said I should volunteer, you will probably get a 

station and not go to combat, so you might be out before you actually go to combat, 

so I volunteered to go into the military. I was stationed, after I did my basic, I was 

station in Munich, Germany, and I spent my tour in Munich, Germany.  

McDowell: You were based in Munich?! 

Mingo:  But I came down on orders for Vietnam while I was there. I did training in, 

at Fort Lewis, at Seattle, in Washington, and we were training knowing that at that 

time I didn’t have to go, and what happened, I found out later, like I said after this 

week of training, they had these formations, and they’d call out all the names. 

Actually planes were leaving every three hours going to Vietnam.  



McDowell: Every three hours?  

Mingo:  Every three hours, going to Vietnam, and they had this big formation and 

they called names and they said make sure you listen up for your name, and they 

had two lists, and they ‘d call your name from this formation and you’d get in this 

list, but they don’t tell you what’s what, until you completely get through the list, so 

they’d say, “the guys in this formation you go to personnel,” I happened to be in the 

formation that went to personnel, the guys in the other formation, get on the plane. 

But I found out once I went to personnel, that I had less than a year left in the 

service and if you had a year left in the service you didn’t have to go to a war zone.  

McDowell: So was this the army?  

Mingo:  Army.  

McDowell: So you mentioned your family members were military, so did you move 

around a lot or were you stationed… 

Mingo:  No, no, no, my brothers were the ones who  

McDowell: Oh it was your brothers, I’m sorry 

Mingo:  So we weren’t military in the sense that our father was military, I actually 

had a sister in the military also, she was in the Air Force. 

McDowell: So was the Army the predominating branch in your family?  

Mingo:  I think it was half and half between the Army and the Air Force.  

McDowell: Well those are very closely related, apparently, so. Yeah I wanted to be a 

Marine… 

Mingo:  Oh, let me tell you one little tidbit, did you see the movie We Were Soldiers?  

McDowell: Yes I did.  



Mingo:  Okay, I don’t know if you remember the piece in there, where this guy 

captured a Viet Cong? My brother actually did that; he’s in the actual book… 

McDowell: He’s in the book?! 

Mingo:  Yeah, Colonel Moore. And it was stated that he expected Mingo to take them 

alive, because he knew the value of a live prisoner, and Fox 8 did an article during 

Veterans Day, saying that they were kind of disappointed that, because of a white 

guy playing the part, you know.  

McDowell: Yeah, I was wondering, you know Mel Gibson, you know? Anyway, my 

question is about your home life, what did you father do for a living? 

Mingo:  My father worked for the railroad here in High Point. 

McDowell: What did your mother do, was she a homemaker?  

Mingo:  My mother was a domestic.  

McDowell: I beg your pardon?  

Mingo:  She was a domestic, a maid, a kind of servant  

McDowell: Oh yeah, I gotcha. So what were the wages like at that time, if you recall. 

Mingo:  They were small; I don’t know what exactly they were, I can’t remember but 

we came from a poor family, but a good family, because of the family values then 

and the family structure.  

McDowell: So how big of a part would you say William Penn played in your 

development throughout your life?  

Mingo:  I think it played a great part, because like I was saying, the teachers were 

concerned about…they wanted you to succeed. We had an individual one-on-one, 

like I say with Mr. Bell, you are going to stay behind and stay in school after hours to 



get what you need to get done, and our principal Mr. Burford, he used to stand 

outside the doors to the school, and he used to make sure you had a book. And if you 

didn’t, he’d make you go back in to get a book to take home and he’d say, “whether 

you read it or whether you don’t, you have to be leaving the school with a book.”  

McDowell: So always have a book with you.  

Mingo:  Yeah.  

McDowell: So what was your least favorite subject in school, would you say?  

Mingo:  Math, I would say, Math.  

McDowell: [Laughs] I’m right there with you, math was never fun. So I have another 

question, it’s about the civil rights movement in High Point, was it more, how do I 

phrase this? Was it more peaceful protests and sit ins or were there riots?  

Mingo:  I think High Point was more peaceful. We had some incidents, but it wasn’t 

violent. You might have some rock throwing, getting spit on, I remember one time 

we demonstrated at the Center Theatre and the hoses got turned on us.  

McDowell: You got hosed?  

Mingo:  Yeah. And we actually marched from there, I don’t know if you’re familiar 

with, I know you aren’t familiar with that part of the city, but they walked us from 

the Center Theatre to the jail, which is where the international furniture market is 

now, you know where the Mendenhall Station is? 

McDowell: Mm-hm  

Mingo:  That used to be city hall and the jail, so we walked from there to the jail, and 

took us to the basement, and we’re wet mind you, and turned on the air 

conditioning, of course we had to go to school the next day, all high school students, 



but our principal told the teachers that if they make it to school, fine, if they get 

sleepy and have to lay their heads on the desk, that’s okay, if they don’t make it to 

school, excuse them.  

McDowell: So the faculty at William Penn was very supportive then.  

Mingo:  Oh yeah.  

McDowell: Now, my question is, with the teachers at William Penn, and you 

mentioned that they made you...that they were very focused on education and 

educational levels, do you feel that they were solely focused on getting everybody 

prepared, if not better prepared, than any other school in the town?  

Mingo:  Well that’s hard. We only had two high schools, it was High Point Central 

and Central, and I know that it was just as focused, but I don’t know how the 

teachers at Central in getting the students out. But I know our teachers were very 

focused on trying to make sure that we succeed because of the times.  

McDowell: So growing up in High Point during the 50’s and 60’s, what was the 

atmosphere like, did it seem normal at the time?  

Mingo:  It seemed normal to me because I was young at the time and I didn’t know 

the difference. I didn’t know that I could do certain things, but it was just normal.  

McDowell: So what made you first get involved in the civil rights movement? Was it 

an incident or something like that?  

Mingo:  I think the sit-in at Greensboro, kind of got me, I think that most of the 

people here at High Point, the students here especially, were involved.  



McDowell: Alright, so later in life, I know you ran for City Council, what did you 

campaign on? Do you mind telling me something about that, I’m always interested in 

politics so… 

Mingo:  Well, my focus is on the poverty areas of High Point, we have a lot of 

abandoned houses, so that was my main focus, try to eliminate some of this blight in 

High Point. 

McDowell: Try and redevelop some of the land  

Jerry: Yes it’s ridiculous. Some of this area has 15- 20 years of the same blight and 

nobody questioned it so.  

McDowell: So where did your interest in politics come from?  

Mingo:  You know, I was sort of like,  I don’t want to say forced into it, but I guess 

just becoming what they call a community leader, and it actually started with the 

housing conversation, and I was president of the neighborhood association, and it 

became not something I had to do, but wanting to do it.  

McDowell: Yeah, you started doing it out of a sense of duty and then it became a 

passion. So my question is, just shifting gears back to William Penn. At William Penn 

how were the sports teams, because I remember at that time they had sports?  

Mingo:  Wow. I know our football team went undefeated for two years in a row.  

McDowell: Undefeated? 

Mingo:  Two years in a row.  

McDowell: Did they ever play High Point Central or? ‘ 

Mingo:  One time. It was a scrimmage.  

McDowell: Who won?  



Mingo:  You know who won. William Penn[laughs]. They never scrimmaged with us 

again.  

McDowell: Well do you remember what was the score?  

Mingo:  It was a scrimmage so we never kept score.  

McDowell: Was there a state championship at that time?  

Mingo:  Yeah, for the two years we were undefeated we won the state 

championship. One year, no team scored on ‘em.  

McDowell: They shut out every team? 

Mingo:  They shut out every team over those eleven games.  

McDowell: See, I’m from Atlanta, and in Georgia that’s unheard of.  

Mingo:  I think they were averaging forty points a game.  

McDowell: In the 50’s and 60’s?! 

Mingo:  Yeah. I think they beat a team one time 70-something to nothing.  

McDowell: That’s what you call a whooping.  

Mingo:  But we always had a good sports program at William Penn. Basketball, 

football.  

McDowell: I know you said you played tennis, did you play singles or doubles?  

Mingo:  I did both. Actually me and my partner, we won the doubles championship, 

at Hillside High in Durham. We played against, what’s his name, Lucas, he went to 

Maryland, what was his name? I think he played basketball for Houston, and was it 

Jared? I cant remember his name, but they were getting ready to whack me in 

singles, but yeah.  



McDowell: So tennis, was it your escape kind of a thing, just being on the court and 

have fun at that point? 

Mingo:  Just something to do, I like tennis a lot.  

McDowell: Now you mentioned at Wiliam Penn, the great academics. I wanted to 

ask you about the textbooks, because I know the textbooks that were provided 

weren’t exactly the best.  

Mingo:  They were mostly hand me downs. 

McDowell: Hand me downs, yeah. Now, how did the teachers respond to that, with 

the hand me down textbooks? 

Mingo:  They just made the best with what they could do, with what they had. 

McDowell: So did they ever have you put the textbook down and teach you from 

what they already knew?  

Mingo:  Sometimes, yeah.  

McDowell: Right. So with, well I want to ask you more about William Penn and the 

workload. Because nowadays as a performing arts school they have a heavy 

workload. With the workload back then, was it a lot of work to do, homework wise? 

Mingo:  Oh yeah. We got a lot of homework. Believe me, we got a lot of homework.  

McDowell: What would that, say for example English, what would that work entail? 

Would it just be reading and writing or?  

Mingo:  Reading, writing, writing compositions, book reports. 

McDowell: Those were all hand written book reports?  

Mingo:  Yeah we didn’t have, uh… 

McDowell: No typewriters then.  



Mingo:  Well we had one, but it was one of the old typewriters.  

McDowell: Well with William Penn as well, the basketball team, I’ve heard some 

stuff about that, how were they? Were they a good program?  

Mingo:  They were a good program. But you know, we didn’t have busing back then 

so we walked to school 

McDowell: You walked to school? With the bread bags over your shoes?  

Mingo:  Oh yeah, whatever it took to get to school. Because back then, kids wanted 

to go to school.  

McDowell: You wanted to go to school, you wanted to learn. So about the civil 

rights, were the Black Panthers ever involved in High Point or? 

Mingo:  They were involved but I don’t know a whole lot about them, but just 

talking to one of the landlords who rented property to them, he felt that they were 

doing some great things, and remember they had a shootout, but then come to find 

out that the Panthers didn’t have any guns, any weapons.  

McDowell: So it wasn’t the Panthers who had the shootout?  

Mingo:  No one of the officers got shot, and they’re saying now that he probably got 

shot by one of his own police officers.  

McDowell: So it wasn’t the Panthers. Wow, because I heard that it was the Panthers 

and the police that got into a shootout.  

Mingo:  They got into a shootout, that’s what was said, but what they’re saying now 

is that the police did all the shooting since the panthers didn’t have any guns. Now 

don’t quote me now, I need to do more research.  

McDowell: I won’t quote you 



Mingo:  You know Phyllis right? Phyllis Bridges? 

McDowell: Phyllis Bridges? No I don’t sir.  

Mingo:  Okay because she is doing an article on the panthers so she would have 

more information.  

McDowell: I’ll definitely look into that. Now, about the sit-ins started and after they 

started was it marches or…what was it?  

Mingo:  It was marches, I think we marched probably once it started every night, 

because we were trying to integrate other businesses, like A&W Root Beer, theatres, 

restaurants,  

McDowell: A&W Root Beer were centered in High Point?  

Mingo:  Yeah, they were here in High Point in the 60’s.  

McDowell: Wow you learn something new every day. The problem is I drink A&W, 

so now I have to, yeah. Now I just want to ask about the culture at the time. Now I 

heard that Washington, was it Centennial or Washington that was the main drag?  

Mingo:  Washington Street, yeah, it was the black business district I guess you could 

call it.  

McDowell: So that was the black hub of the town really. Do you remember any of 

the businesses on that street?  

Mingo:  Yeah, we had probably about 5-6 doctors, 3 or 4 dentists, a clothing store, 

we had restaurants, funeral homes, actually the funeral home that’s across the street 

in the big white house. 

McDowell: Yeah, Johnson and Sons.  



Mingo:  Yeah, we had about 3 funeral homes here on Washington Street, we had a 

shoe shop, what else, a gas station, two hotels.  

McDowell: So it had everything?  

Mingo:  Yeah.  

McDowell: So I know that there was a movie theater.  

Mingo:  The Ritz 

McDowell: The Ritz, yeah. So do you know what movies were out at that time or?  

Mingo:  Um, there were some western movies, Hop along Cassidy, King Kong, 

because I used to go in there and stay all day, and hide. And I know the owner of the 

theater and he knew we were hiding, but he let us stay there on Saturdays and we’d 

hide and we’d just stay there all day.  

McDowell: My friends used to do that, I never did, just for the record, but my 

friends would watch one movie and they would know what time the others would 

start and they’d just go to the next one so they’d be in the theatres all day. Now of 

course, this was back before the attendants would be outside waiting for you. Now 

when did they start integrating in High Point, do you know round about what year?  

Mingo:  I think it was about ’65, but I’m not sure. I know I had some classmates who 

went to Central, so I think it was around ’65, about two or three students. I mean I 

don’t know the exact year, but I know it was ‘64, ‘65.  

McDowell: Now did they volunteer to go to Central, or did they just get chosen 

randomly?  

Mingo:  Sort of some of both, some got chosen and it was kind of encouraged that 

you go.  



McDowell: Now I got to ask. How much, after integration, what year did William 

Penn close?  

Mingo:  ‘68 

McDowell: ‘68, so what was that like, when it all closed down to the community?  

Mingo:  It was like your heart was ripped out. That was a hub for all of the black 

people, because of the band and the teachers and faculty and everything. It was a 

difficult time.  

McDowell: So it was kind of like ripping the heart out of the community at that 

point, so with William Penn, so that was the heart of the entire community, as you 

said, and on Washington street, I’m going to have to ask, after the marches, the 

teachers would just let you, if you marched that night, you could go to sleep that 

morning and they would let you sleep on the desk. 

Mingo:  They knew the reason, yeah.  

McDowell: So this might seem a bit weird but after you were arrested after 

marching one time, do you know how many times you were arrested for marching?  

Mingo:  I was only arrested one time.  

McDowell: Only once?  

Mingo:  Mm-hm. 

McDowell: I got you. Okay, so the officers, I want to ask about their conduct at that 

time, were they kind of brutal or [Mr. Mingo nods his head], yeah?  

Mingo:  Yeah.  

McDowell: I want to ask that question because I’m always interested in that, since 

I’m from Atlanta and that’s Dr. King’s city, as we say, as there’s a huge mural of him, 



and we have about four or five Martin Luther King Drives, and my question was how 

much of an impact did Dr. King play on y’all?  

Mingo:  It was a big impact,  

McDowell: It was a big impact?  

Mingo:  Yeah 

McDowell: Do you remember anything about him that resonated with you?  

Mingo:  Just his persona, you listen to his speeches and how he projected himself. I 

guess he was kind of like a messiah.  

McDowell: Almost like, yeah, exactly. Now I wanted to ask about the flip side of that 

coin, Malcolm X. Was anyone influenced by Malcolm X or the Nation of Islam?  

Mingo:  I’m sure some people were. Yeah. And if you really look at it, you can get 

something from both of them. They do it a different way, but the end result is pretty 

much the same.  

McDowell: Yeah. Now you ascribed with the non-violent faction and would you say 

that non-violence got far more results than violence?  

Mingo:  I think it did. And I think it’s going to play out, here, you’re going to get 

more accomplished by not being violent with this new stuff, Ferguson.  

McDowell: With Garner and Ferguson, because I was looking into that and I was 

thinking about Garner, and those are non-violent protests and I’m saying more 

power to you, go protest, but it’s the looting and the burning in Ferguson that’s 

upset me. I mean obviously the shooting of Mr. Brown upset me, but… 

Mingo:  You don’t have to do that. What you don’t like is tearing up your own 



communities; it’s hard enough for your own communities any way, without 

destroying them.  

McDowell: And other people’s dreams. A lot of those are privately owned shops. 

And so after the death of Malcolm X, were there any lootings or anything that went 

awry? I’m sorry, not Malcolm X, Dr. King.  

Mingo:  I don’t think we had any looting or rioting in High Point, but to be honest I 

wasn’t here.  

McDowell: Were you in Munich?  

Mingo:  No, actually I was in Fort Bragg doing basic training and it was a day like it 

is now, it was cloudy, and somebody got the word out to the D.I.’s, to bring all of the 

troops in and they never did that now.  

McDowell: Yeah, because y’all are in basic asking why are we going inside. 

Mingo:  When we got back to our barracks, the company commander came in and 

told us what happened and I was in basic training.  

McDowell:  I do have to ask, what time did you return to High Point, in what year?  

Mingo:  I think it was 74.  

McDowell: What had changed?  

Mingo:  Nothing changed. Nothing really changed in High Point. Now do you want to 

go in that room, there’s some stuff I want to say that I don’t want 

people…[Microphone paused and then turned back on once in the room]. 

McDowell: Now what was it you wanted to tell me sir?  

Mingo:  Between the sixties, we were a divided city, in High Point, and I think it is 

just as divided today.  



McDowell: It’s just as divided today.  

Mingo:  It’s just as divided. And that’s one of my platforms was to bring the north 

end of High Point and the south end of High Point together for some dialogue 

because we are still divided. And it shouldn’t be. We should be able to come to the 

table to talk about issues that concern the whole city, not just sections of the city.  

McDowell: And of course reasonable dialogue. Now getting back to William Penn, 

was Griffin the middle school? 

Mingo:  Yes, I went there too. 

McDowell: Now how was that because I have not heard much about Griffin.  

Mingo:  I was younger then, now you had the same courses, the same teachers 

involved with you, it was just a progression. A good school, actually even from 

elementary school our teachers were always concerned about us succeeding.  

McDowell: And always trying to get you to succeed. So do you thing that system 

that you had at William Penn, has helped you to succeed nowadays? I mean do you 

feel if we had that same type system of students who want to go to school, do you 

see that happening here?  

Mingo:  I think it could still happen. I think a lot of the problems we are having in 

schools today are because of integration, I know people say that sounds crazy, but 

we had a discipline where you could spank the kids in school, that went out the 

window when black teachers went to white schools, ‘cause the white kids didn’t 

come, and that’s why Penn closed, but when they started hiring black teachers to go 

to white schools and they didn’t want these black teachers to spank these white kids 

with all the spanking and I think all the discipline went out of schools, and I think 



that’s part of the problem now. Not saying that you actually have to spank a kid but 

you know.  

McDowell: Now at your home life, you mentioned discipline, how was discipline at 

your house, at your home?  

Mingo:  Oh we got spanked [laughs].  

McDowell: By your mother or your father?  

Mingo:  Both, well you know what, I actually got more spankings from my mother 

because my father could do it one time and you remember, and he used to give you 

that look and you know not to do anything else.  

McDowell: You family kind of subscribed to the old adage, your mother brought you 

into the world and she can take you out?  

Mingo:  Yeah.  

McDowell: So how was home life, was it a caring environment?  

Mingo:  It was. And I think that’s what has hurt our community now too because 

many people come from broken families that there’s not a father in the home or 

don’t have mothers in the home and you have kids who are raising kids and those 

who are too young to be having kids who are too young to be raising kids and I think 

that is a lot of our problem right now.  

McDowell: So would you say that that environment, were they always interested in 

you’re learning or were they… 

Mingo: Very.  

McDowell: They were always very heavy on your education?  



Mingo:   The only reason I didn’t succeed or a member of my family didn’t succeed, 

my siblings, is because they didn’t want to. My parents put that in them but it was 

ultimately left up to that person.  

McDowell: So I have a question, how did religion, if at all, play a part in your 

childhood upbringing or your life?  

Mingo:   You know that played a very important part. Every Sunday for sure, we 

went to church, probably on Wednesday night, went to church. But it was a very 

important part, and that was black culture too, because religion played a huge part, 

in those times, a big part.  

McDowell: Do you remember what denomination it was?  

Mingo:   What denomination I was? Methodist.  

McDowell: Methodist. Yeah, I go to St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church right up the 

road. So, religion played a huge part in that, but do you feel that the Quaker founding 

of William Penn do you think any of the Quaker work ethic, carried over from the 

teachers or did they espouse that?  

Mingo:   I’m not sure if I can answer that. I’m not sure.  

McDowell: Well, a couple more questions, what about High Point, do you think High 

Point ever bounced back from the closing of William Penn?  

Mingo:   It will. Yeah. I think that it’s happening.  

McDowell: Also, just last question about William Penn, do you feel that William 

Penn helped instill in you a love of education and a work ethic that you don’t think 

you would have got had you been integrated at High Point Central?  

Mingo:   Yeah, I really do.  



McDowell: Well alright Mr. Mingo, that’s about it. I’d like to thank you very much.  


